
DELHI - AGRA- JAIPUR – AMRITSAR PACKAGE 2011 

CAPITAL OF INDIA – TAJ MAHAL - PINK CITY – 

GOLDEN TEMPLE  - WAGAH BORDER  

Tour Code 

No. 

No. of days        Starting Dates  2011 

 

Charge Per Head 

(Including Food ) 

104  NI  B 8 Days 

Feb: 25 Mar: 4, 11, 18,25 

Apr:1,8,13,15,22,29 May:6,13,20,27 

Jun:10,24 July:8 Aug:12,26Sep:2,7,9,16                

Oct:4,14,21,23Nov:5,12,19,26Dec:3,10,17,24 

Rs.11500/- 

 

Day 1 :  Pick up from Delhi Airport. Transfer to Hotel. N/R in DELHI 

Day 2 : Morning Journey to Jaipur. Jaipur Local Sight Seeing: Hawa 

    Mahal, Maharaja Palace, Amber Fort, Jal Mahal, Birla Temple, 

    Jantar Mantar. N/R in  JAIPUR  

Day 3 : Journey to Fatehpur Sikri, Agra sight Seeing: Taj Mahal, Agra 

    Fort , Sikandra.  N/R in  AGRA 

Day 4 : Journey to Mathura-Delhi Shopping . N/R in DELHI 

Day 5   Delhi Sight Seeing: Qutab Minar, Lotus Temple, Teen Murti 

    Bhavan, Indira Gandhi Museum, Rajghat, Birla Temple,   

Shaktistal, Veerbhoomi, Shanthivan, Red Fort N/R in DELHI  

Day 6 : Early morning journey to Wagah border and  return to Amritsar  

                   N/R in  Amritsar 

Day  7 :      Jallianwala bagh, Golden Temple and return to Delhi  

Day 8  :      Drop at Delhi Railway station / Airport.  

                     

*NR – Night Rest 

 



Note: 

1. Booking : Full amount is to be remitted  in advance while booking the Tour. Remittance 

could be made through the company’s Bank account (details given below). 

2. Food:  Cost of Food is included in the Package Rate 

3. Accommodation  : Good A/C Double rooms on Twin sharing basis at all places of stay 

will be provided, the cost for which is included in the package rate. 

4. Transport : A/C Transportation will be provided during Road Journey  depending upon 

the number of passengers, cost for which is included in the package rate. 

5. Entry Tickets: Charges for Entry Tickets wherever required for sight seeing do not come 

under the Tour charge. 

6. Company Representative as Tour Manager will accompany the journey from beginning  

to end. 

7. Children holding reduction tickets will not be  eligible for separate accommodation. 

8. Refund : 50% of the tour charge will be lost against cancellation received 15 days before 

the tour starting dates. Cancellation received thereafter will not be eligible for any 

refund. 

9. If the journey is blocked /diverted/ cancelled for reasons beyond our control  such as 

Road Bandh, Train Delay, Strike, Natural Calamities, (Earth Quake, Flood, Cyclone, 

Tsunami  etc) the Company will not allow any refund. 

10.  The tour cost may  change depending up on the Tour booking date 

11. For clarifications or further information on this package, please do not hesitate to get in 

touch with the company at the contact details given. 

 

Name of the Bank: Canara Bank, Calicut, 

Account No.: 2772201000262 

Code : CNRB0002772    

 

 Or 

 

Name of the Bank: Axis Bank Ltd.,  Calicut, 

Account No.: 910020036088153 

Code : UTIB0000136 

 

 

VIVEKANANDA TRAVELS (P) LTD 
BEST TOUR OPERATOR AWARD WINNER  

 

ALL INDIA PILGRIM& PICNIC TOUR OPERATORS 



Recognized & Approved by Govt. of India Ministry of Tourism 

Sreekanteswara  Complex, Kozhikode – 673 001 

Ph: 0495  2727100, 2727800,  2722350 .Tour Section: 9633000311 

Branhes: Thiruvananthapuram: 0471-2332433, Palakkad: 0491 2553268,  

Eranakulam-0484-2340341,2342341,  Guruvayoor-0487-2553657,  

Thrissur:0487-2424144, Kannur-0497 2712711, Balussery-0496-2640077 

   Email: info@vivekanandatravelspltd.com, delhi@vivekanandatravels.com 

                  narendrancvt@gmail.com Web: www.vivekanandatravelspltd.com 

 

DELHIDELHIDELHIDELHI    

    

Delhi is the largest metropolis by area and second largest city in India by population. It 

is also the capital of the Indian Union. The greater Capital Region also includes Noida, 

Greater Noida, Ghaziabad, Gurgaon  and Faridabad. Located on the bank of River 

Yamuna, Delhi has been kinown to be continuously inhabited since at least the 6th 

century B.C. Delhi is also widely believed to have been site of INDRAPARASTHA, the 

legendary capital of Pandavas. Delhi  had many ancient and medieval monuments, 

archaeological sites and remains. Under the British Raj, a new City called New Delhi 

was built to the south of old City during the 1920s and that become the capital for 

British rulers. After independence New Delhi was declared as Free India’s capital and 

the seat of the government. 

Owing to the migration of people from across the country, Delhi has grown to be a 

multicultural, cosmopolitan metropolis and the city become a major cultural, political 

and commercial centre of India. 

The following sites are worth visiting in Delhi. 

Qutub MinarQutub MinarQutub MinarQutub Minar 

Towering over southern Delhi, the Qutub Minar—a triumphal minaret that marks both 

the coming of Islam to India and the arrival of Delhi sultans—is one of the world’s tallest 

brick minarets, standing at a height of 73 meters.  Construction of the five-tired tower 

(adorned with intricate carvings and verses from the Qur’an) is said to have began in 

1193. 

 

Red FortRed FortRed FortRed Fort 

Lal Qila, also known as the Red Fort, was built by Mughal emperor Shah Jahan in the 

mid-17th century in the heart of Old Delhi (Shahjahanabad) to commemorate his shift in 

the capital from Agra to Delhi. Today, the Red Fort is UNESCO Heritage site, a symbol of 



India’s sovereignty and the world’s largest non-functional fort.  
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Jama MasjidJama MasjidJama MasjidJama Masjid 

Yet another magnificent structure built by emperor Shan Jahan, the Masjid-i-Jahan 

Numa, also known as the Jama Masjid is India’s largest and best known mosque. With 

three main domes, a couple of minarets (over 40 meters in height) and a courtyard that 

can hold 25,000 worshippers; is it any wonder that it holds mass appeal?  

  

Rashtrapati Bhavan Rashtrapati Bhavan Rashtrapati Bhavan Rashtrapati Bhavan  

Once the viceroy’s residence and now home to the Indian President, the marvellous 

Rashtrapati Bhavan is Sir Edwin Lutyen’s masterpiece, simply because it uniquely fuses 

both Indian and European design aesthetics.   

  

Parliament House Parliament House Parliament House Parliament House  

The mammoth Sansad Bhavan, as it is more commonly known, is a distinctively regal, 

circular building that was meant to serve as the Legislative Assembly but is now the 

seat of the Indian Parliament (for both the Lok Sabha; House on the People, and the 

Rajya Sabha; Council of States).  

  

RajpathRajpathRajpathRajpath 

Rajpath runs east to west, right through the heart of Delhi, from Rashtrapati Bhavan to 

the National Stadium, this is truly one of India’s grandest boulevards. Must-see: India 

Gate, a 42 meter high memorial arch bearing the names of 80,000 (plus) Indian soldiers 

who died in World War I and the Afghan Wars. 

    

    

JAIPURJAIPURJAIPURJAIPUR    

 

 

Jaipur is the first planned city of India, located in the desert lands of Rajasthan. The city 

that once had been the capital of the royalty, now serves as the capital city of 

Rajasthan. The very structure of Jaipur resembles the taste of the Rajputs and the 



Royal family. In the present date, Jaipur is the major business centre for the natives of 

Rajasthan with all requisites of a metropolitan city. The city of Jaipur, painted in pink, 

grasp the appreciation of every visitor. One can see that hoary charm still alive in the 

avenues of Jaipur.  

 

The active streets of Jaipur get plenty of visitors, every year at their footsteps. The 

Ancient Testimonials in the form of mind-blowing monuments remind one of the past 

ages. The city comprises the famous structures like Hawa Mahal, City Palace and 

Amber Fort, the best architectural examples of India. Artistic temples and gardens of 

Jaipur, marks the atmosphere of serenity and aestheticism to the lands of Rajasthan. 

The lively city observes its ethnicity by celebrating various festivals like Kite festival, 

Elephant festival and many others, of Indian origin.  

 

All theses features make Jaipur, one of the most sought after tourist destinations of 

Rajasthan, India. The glorious city boasts of its cultural heritage from every nook and 

corner. Jaipur is the reservoir of Indian customs, traditions, civilization and legacy. 

Jaipur lies at a distance of 260 kms from Delhi, the capital of India and the city is well-

connected with other major cities of India. Every year, People across the globe come to 

experience this royal capital city of Rajasthan.  

Taj Mahal 

 The epitome of love, the elegy in marble, Taj Mahal 

is one of the most graceful and extravagant monuments in India. The seventh wonder of the world, it 

attracts thousands of tourists every year. A symbol of endless love and devotion of Emperor Shah 

Jehan to his beloved queen Mumtaz Mahal, the Taj is a befitting tribute to so romantic-a-love story 

and so divine an emotion that binds two souls forever. A visit to Taj Mahal, the mausoleum of 



Mumtaz, is a rare experience. It has become a signature monument of Indian architecture and 

someone has rightly said that Taj jas been designed like a palace and finished like a jewel. 

The pure white marble structure, Taj acquires different shades at different times of the day and with 

changing seasons. The soft pink color of the dawn and fiery shade that it acquires at dusk are all 

bewitching. Though, the light that presents it in the best possible manner is perhaps that of full moon, 

when it shines with pristine white and silver glory. 

Taj seems to be as fanciful as the love story it represents of an all-mighty prince and a simple girl 

hawking silk and glass beads in the market and their marriage that seems so much like a fairy tale. The 

faithful wife marched with the prince, who was later crowned the emperor, on his every expedition 

and bore him fourteen children. On her deathbed, she made the emperor to promise to make a lovely 

monument unlike any other in the world as the tribute to their loving moments that were a treasure 

for her. The emperor kept the promise faithfully and thus, Taj was conceived. 

 

Agra Fort 
This is located  on the bank of River Yamuna. Ever since Babur defeated and killed This is located  on the bank of River Yamuna. Ever since Babur defeated and killed This is located  on the bank of River Yamuna. Ever since Babur defeated and killed This is located  on the bank of River Yamuna. Ever since Babur defeated and killed 

Ibrahim Lodi at PanipatIbrahim Lodi at PanipatIbrahim Lodi at PanipatIbrahim Lodi at Panipat        in 1526, Agra played an important role for the Mughal Empire. in 1526, Agra played an important role for the Mughal Empire. in 1526, Agra played an important role for the Mughal Empire. in 1526, Agra played an important role for the Mughal Empire. 

AkAkAkAkbar chose Agra as his capital.  It is said that he destroyed the damaged old fort of bar chose Agra as his capital.  It is said that he destroyed the damaged old fort of bar chose Agra as his capital.  It is said that he destroyed the damaged old fort of bar chose Agra as his capital.  It is said that he destroyed the damaged old fort of 

Agra and built a grand group of monuments instead in red sandstone.  Started in 1565, Agra and built a grand group of monuments instead in red sandstone.  Started in 1565, Agra and built a grand group of monuments instead in red sandstone.  Started in 1565, Agra and built a grand group of monuments instead in red sandstone.  Started in 1565, 

it took many years and around Rs. 35 lacs ruppees to complete the construction. Agra it took many years and around Rs. 35 lacs ruppees to complete the construction. Agra it took many years and around Rs. 35 lacs ruppees to complete the construction. Agra it took many years and around Rs. 35 lacs ruppees to complete the construction. Agra 

Fort is second only to Taj Mahal in importance and grauduer.Fort is second only to Taj Mahal in importance and grauduer.Fort is second only to Taj Mahal in importance and grauduer.Fort is second only to Taj Mahal in importance and grauduer.    

    

One of the large fortified residences built at various strategic points of Mughal Empire, One of the large fortified residences built at various strategic points of Mughal Empire, One of the large fortified residences built at various strategic points of Mughal Empire, One of the large fortified residences built at various strategic points of Mughal Empire, 

Agra Fort had over five hundred bui9ldings, as mentioned by Abul Fazal in his Agra Fort had over five hundred bui9ldings, as mentioned by Abul Fazal in his Agra Fort had over five hundred bui9ldings, as mentioned by Abul Fazal in his Agra Fort had over five hundred bui9ldings, as mentioned by Abul Fazal in his 
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material. At the time of Akbar, River Yamuna touched the fort and thus, a number of material. At the time of Akbar, River Yamuna touched the fort and thus, a number of material. At the time of Akbar, River Yamuna touched the fort and thus, a number of material. At the time of Akbar, River Yamuna touched the fort and thus, a number of 

ghats were built here. Some of these ghats were meant to load and unload goods ghats were built here. Some of these ghats were meant to load and unload goods ghats were built here. Some of these ghats were meant to load and unload goods ghats were built here. Some of these ghats were meant to load and unload goods 

transported through river and ottransported through river and ottransported through river and ottransported through river and other covered passages were for use by the Harem her covered passages were for use by the Harem her covered passages were for use by the Harem her covered passages were for use by the Harem 

inmates inmates inmates inmates only. 

Mathura 

Mathura, a city in the State of  U. P.  widely known as the birth place of Lord 

Kriahna is located on the western Bank of River Yamuna.  It is 145 km south east 

of Delhi and 58 km north west of  Agra, about 11 kilometers from the town of 

Vrindavan and 18 kilometers from Govardhan For about 3000 years Mathura was 

the hub of culture and civilization.  it has a long history as it was ruled in turns by 

the Kings of solar and Lunar dynasties and became a center of three cultures. 



For rare creations, Mathura is the Athents of India. The great school of sculpture 

known as Mathura School of Art flourished here for 1200 years.  A survey of this 

glorious School of Art can be made in the Government Musueum here. 

The present day Mathura abounds in Places of Religious and Historic interest. 

Al;l round the year a large number of festivals and fairs are held in Mathura and 

adjoining  areas of Vrindavan, Gokul, Goverdhan etc.The Keshav Dev temple 

was built in ancient times on the site of Krishna's legendary birthplace. 

According to the Mahabharata and Bhagavata Purana epics, Mathura was the 

capital of the Surasena Kingdom, ruled by Kansa the maternal uncle of Krishna. 

 

 

 

 

Amritsar is one of Punjab´s principal cities, dating back in history over 400 years. It is 
known more for the world famous Golden Temple, the seat of Sikh religion.Situated on the north-western 
border of India, the city is also gateway for the travelers on the overland route through Pakistan. The 
Wagah border, which is the check-post is about 29 kms away. Amritsar literally means "the pool of 
nectar", the name derived from a pool constructed at the sacred site in the 16th century, gifted by the 
Mughal Emperor Akbar to Guru Ramdas, the fourth preceptor of the Sikh faith.  

Under instructions from Guru Amar Das Sahib, this city was founded by Guru Ram Das Sahib in 1574, on 
the land bought by him for an amount of rupees 700 from the owners of the village Tung. (Earlier Guru 
Ram Das Sahib had begun building Santokhsar Sarovar, near erstwhile village of Sultanwind in 1564 
{according to one source in 1570}. It could not be completed before 1588). In 1574, Guru Ram Das Sahib 
built his residence and moved to this place. At that time, it was known as Guru-Da-Chakk. (Later, it came 
to be known as Chakk Ram Das). Guru Ram Das Sahib began excavation of the Amritsar Sarovar (tank) 
in 1577. It was ready by 1581. This tank was renovated by Guru Arjun Sahib in 1586. Since then this city 
is known as Amritsar (after the name of the Sarovar). The foundation of the Darbar Sahib had been laid 
by Guru Arjan Sahib on January 3, 1588. (Later, it was propagated that the foundation stone of Darbar 
Sahib was laid by Sain Mian Mir, a Muslim holy man. Sain Mian Mir was very friendly with Guru Sahib but 
the foundation of Darbar Sahib was laid by Guru Sahib himself). In 1590, Guru Arjan Sahib moved to 
village Wadali where Guru Hargobind Sahib was born on June 19, 1590. By 1601, the Darbar Sahib was 
fully ready. In 1603-04, the first volume of Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh scriptures, was prepared in this 
city and was installed at Darbar Sahib on August 16, 1604. 



It is here that Akal Takht Sahib (Throne of the Almighty) was revealed by Guru 
Hargobind Sahib in 1609. Two flags representing temporal and spiritual authority 
(Sikh sovereignty) have been set up in front of Akal Takht Sahib. Here Guru 
Hargobind Sahib wore two swords of Miri and Piri (temporal and transcendental 
authority). The building of Akal Takht Sahib was twice demolished by Afghan 
armies and was very badly damaged by the Indian regime (in June 1984). The 
Indian government repaired in in September 1984. The Sikhs began demolishing 
it on January 26, 1986. The present structure has been constructed by five 
service-groups headed by Baba Thakar Singh of Bhindran-Mehta Jatha. 

 

On April 13, 1634, the Mogul army attacked Guru Hargobind Sahib here. From 
1635 to 1698, Amritsar remained in the control of the Mina family (descendants of 
Pirthi Chand). During this period, on November 23, 1664, Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib visited the town. In 
April 1698, Bhai Mani Singh was appointed as the caretaker of the shrines of Amritsar. 
 
The Mogul chief of Patti tried to occupy Amritsar several times. One such attempt was made in April 
1709. The Sikhs, under the command of Bhai Mani Singh and Bhai Tara Singh of Dall-Wan, repelled this 
attack. When Baba Banda Singh Bahadur occupied several areas in the Punjab, Bhai Mani Singh chose 
to leave Amritsar in order to avoid the Mogul attacks.  

On December 30, 1711, the Mogul emperor, Bahadur Shah, granted Ajit Singh 
Palit the charge of Amritsar in order to use him against Baba Banda Singh 
Bahadur. After the death of Bahadur Shah, Ajit Singh Palit returned to Delhi. In 
1721, Bhai Mani Singh returned to Amritsar and re-started regular worship. His 
first act was to solve a dispute between so-called Tat Khalsa and so-called 
Bandai Khalsa for the right to the management of the shrines at Amritsar. 
 
On March 29, 1733, a major gathering of the Sikhs was held here in front of Akal 
Takht Sahib. During the same time a Sarbat Khalsa gathering was also held. It discussed the Mogul offer 
of Nawab-hood. In April 1734, Bhai Mani Singh was arrested and was martyred at Lahore on June 24, 

1734. 
 
In 1740, Massa Ranghar, a debauched official, desecrated Darbar Sahib. He was 
punished by Bhai Sukkha Singh and Bhai Mahtab Singh, on August 11, 1740. In 
1757 Afghan army demolished Darbar Sahib and Akal Takht Sahib. Baba Dip 
Singh led several thousand Sikhs against the Afghan. A major battle was fought 
on November 11, 1757. Baba Dip Singh and several thousand Sikhs embraced 
martyrdom. Again, in 1762, the Darbar Sahib complex was demolished by Afghan 
army. On December 1, 1764, the Afghan army made another attack. 30 Sikhs, 
led by Jathedar Gurbakhsh Singh, fought against mammoth Afghan army and 
embraced martyrdom. In 1765, the Sikhs began re-construction of the shrines. 
The central part was ready by 1776. Around 1830, Ranjit Singh gold-plated some 

part of the inner section of the Darbar Sahib. (It harmed this Sikh institution as some ignorant people 
began unjustly calling it Golden Temple). 
 
In 1846, the British established themselves in the Lahore Darbar, with a Resident in the Court; and, 
Amritsar became a place of frequent visits by the British. In order to keep sanctity of the city, H. M. 
Lawrence, the British Resident, issued an order, dated March 24, 1847, asking the English people to 
follow the Sikh protocol while visiting the Sikh centres. In 1858, a Municipal Committee was set up here. 
In 1862, train services between Lahore and Amritsar were started. Khalsa College, the first Sikh college 
was established here in 1892. [In 1969 Guru Nanak University was established here]. In 1913, the city 
was electrified. In September 1915, the British declared Amritsar a "Holy City". (This order was 
undeclaredly annulled after August 15, 1947 by the Indian regime). On April 13, 1919, General Dyer 
opened fire on the gathering, at Jallianwala Bagh, near Darbar Sahib, killed 379 people and wounded 
another 1200. The the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (S.G.P.C.) and the Shiromani Akali 
Dal were established here in 1920.   



 

 

Jalianwala Bagh Massacre 

 

 

JALLIANVALA BAGH 

MASSACRE, involved the killing of hundreds of unarmed, 

defenceless Indians by a senior British militry officer, took place on 13 April 

1919 in the heart of Amritsar, the holiest city of the Sikhs, on a day sacred to 

them as the birth anniversary of the Khalsa. Jallianvala Bagh,. a garden belonging 

to the Jalla, derives name from that of the owners of this piece of land in Sikh 

times. It was then the property the family of Sardar Himmat Singh (d.1829), a 

noble in the court of Maharaja Ranjit Singh (1780-1839), who originally came 

from the village of Jalla, now in Fatehgarh Sahib district of the Punjab. The 

family were collectively known as Jallhevale or simply Jallhe or Jalle, although 

their principal seat later became Alavarpur in Jalandhar district. The site, once a 

garden or garden house, was in 1919 an uneven and unoccupied space, an 

irregular quadrangle, indifferently walled, approximately 225 x 180 metres which 

was used more as a dumping ground. 



In the Punjab, during World War I (1914-18), there was considerable unrest 

particularly among the Sikhs, first on account of the demolition of a boundary 

wall of Gurdwara Rikabgang at New Delhi and later because of the activities and 

trials of the Ghadrites almost all of whom were Sikhs. In India as a whole, too, 

there had been a spurt in political activity mainly owing to the emergence of two 

leaders Mohandas Karamchand (Mahatma) Gandhi (1869-1948) who after a 

period of struggle against the British in South Africa, had returned to India in 

January 1915 and Mrs Annie Besant (1847-1933), head of the Theosophical 

Sociely of India, who established, on 11 April 1916, Home Rule League with 

autonomy for India as its goal. In December 1916, the Indian National Congress, 

at its annual session held at Lucknow, passed a resolution asking the British 

government to issue a proclamation announcing that it is the aim and intention of 

British policy to confer self governnnent on India at an early date." At the same 

time India having Contributed significantly to the British war effort had been 

expecting advancement of her political interests after the conclusion of hostilities. 

On the British side, the Secretary of State for India E.S Montagu, announced, on 

20 August 1917; the policy of His Majesty's Government, with which the 

Government of India are in complete accord, is that of the increasing association 

of Indians in every branch of administration and the gradual development of self-

governing institutions with a view to the progressive realization of responsible 

government in India ..." However, the Viceroy of India Lord Chelmsford, 

appointed, on 10 December 19l7, a Sedition Committee, popularly known as 

Rowlatt Committee after the name of its chairman, to investigate and report on 

the nature and extent of the criminal conspiracies connected with the 

revolutionary movement in India, and to advise as to the legislation necessary to 

deal with them. Based on the recommendations of this committee, two bills, 

popularly called Rowlatt Bills, were published in the Government of India 

Gazette on 18 January 1919. Mahatma Gandhi decided to organize a satyagrah, 

non-violent civil disobedience campaign) against the bills. One of the bills 

became an Act, 

nevertheless, on 21 

March 1919. Call 

for a countrywide 

hartal or general 

strike on 30 

March, later 

postponed to 6 

April 1919, was 

given by Mahatma 

Gandhi. 

The strike in 

Lahore and 

Amritsar passed 



off peacefully on 6 April. On 9 April, the governor of the Punjab, Sir Michael 

Francis O'Dwyer (1864-1940), suddenly decided to deport from Amritsar Dr 

Satyapal and Dr Saif ud-Din Kitchlew, two popular leaders of men. On the same 

day Mahatma Gandh,'s entry into Punjab was banned under the Defence of India 

Rules. On 10 April, Satyapal and Kitchlew were called to the deputy 

commissioner's residence, arrested and sent off by car to Dharamsetla, a hill 

town, now in Himachal Pradesh. This led to a general strike in Amritsar. Excited 

groups of citizens soon merged together into a crowd of about 50,000 marching 

on to protest to the deputy commissioner against the deportation of the two 

leaders. The crowd, however, was stopped and fired upon near the railway foot-

bridge. 

According to the official version, the number of those killed was 12 and of those 

wounded between 20 and 30. But evidence before the Congress Enquiry 

Committee put the number of the dead between 20 and 30. As those killed were 

being carried back through the streets, an angry mob of people went on the 

rampage. Governmcnt offices and banks were attacked and damaged, and five 

Europeans were beaten to death. One Miss Marcella Sherwood, manager of the 

City Mission School, who had been living in Amritsar district for 15 years 

working for the Church of England Zenana Missionary Society, was attacked. 

The civil authorities, unnerved by the unexpected fury of the mob, called in the 

army the same afternoon. The ire of the people had by and large spent itself, but a 

sullen hatred against the British persisted. There was an uneasy calm in the city 

on 11 April. In the evening that day, Brigadier-General Reginald Edward Harry 

Dyer (b. 1864, ironically at Murree in the Punjab), commander 45th Infantry 

Brigade at Jalandhar, arrived in Amritsar. He immediately established file facto 

army rule, though the official proclamation to this effect was not made until 15 

April. The troops at his disposal included 475 British and 710 Indian soldiers. On 

12 April he issued an order prohibiting all meetings and gatherings. On 13 April 

which marked the Baisakhi festival, a large number of people, mostly Sikhs, had 

poured into the city from the surrounding villages. Local leaders called upon the 

people to assemble for a meeting in the Jallianvala Bagh at 4.30 in the evening. 

Brigadier-General Dyer set out for the venue of the meeting at 4.30 with 50 

riflemen and two armoured cars with machine guns mounted on them. 

Meanwhile, the meeting had gone on peacefully, and two resolutions, one calling 

for the repeal of the Rowlatt Act and the other condemning the firing on 10 April, 

had been passed. A third resolution protesting against the general repressive 

policy of the government was being proposed when Dyer arrived at about 5.15 

p.m. He deployed his riflemen on an elevation near the entrance and without 

warning or ordering the crowd to disperse, opened fire. The firing continued for 

about 20 minutes whereafter Dyer and his men marched back the way they had 

come. 1650 rounds of .303-inch ammunition had been fired. Dyer's own estimate 

of the killed based on his rough calculations of one dead per six bullets fired was 

between 200 and 300. The official figures were 379 killed and 1200 wounded.  



According to Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, who personally collected 

information with a view to raising the issue in the Central Legislative Council, 

over 1,000 were killed. The total crowd was estimated at between 15,000 and 

20,000, Sikhs comprising a large proportion of them. 

The protest that broke out in the country is exemplified by the renunciation by 

Rabindranath Tagore of the British Knighthood. In a letter to the Governor 

General he wrote: "... The time has come when badges of honour make our shame 

glaring in their incongruous context of humiliation, and I for my part wish to 

stand shorn of all special distinctions by the side of those of my countrymen who, 

for their so-called insignificance, are liable to suffer degradations not fit for 

human beings...." Mass riots erupted in the Punjab and the government had to 

place five of the districts under martial law. Eventually an enquiry committee was 

set up. The Disorder Inquiry Committee known as Hunter Committee after its 

chairman, Lord Hunter, held Brigadier-General R.E.H. Dyer guilty of a mistaken 

notion of duty, and he was relieved of his command and prematurely retired from 

the army. The Indian National Congress held its annual session in December 

1919 at Amritsar and called upon the British Government to "take early steps to 

establish a fully responsible government in India in accordance with the principle 

of self determination."  

The Sikhs formed the All India Sikh League as a representative body of the 

Panth for political action. The League held its first session in December 1919 at 

Amritsar simultaneously with the Congress annual convention. The honouring of 

Brigadier-General Dyer by the priests of Sri Darbar Sahib, Amritsar, led to the 

intensification of the demand for reforming management of Sikh shrines already 

being voiced by societies such as the Khalsa Diwan Majha and Central Majha 

Khalsa Diwan. This resulted in the launching of what came to be known as the 

Gurdwara Reform movement, 1920-25. Some Sikh servicemen, resenting the 

policy of non-violence adopted by the leaders of the Akali movement, resigned 

from the army and constituted thc nucleus of an anti-British terrorist group 

known as Babar Akalis. 

The site, Jallianvala Bagh became a national place of pilgrimage. Soon after the 

tragic happenings of the Baisakhi day, 1919, a committee was formed with Pandit 

Madan Mohan Malaviya as president to raise a befitting memorial to perpetuate 

the memory of the martyrs. The Bagh was acquired by the nation on 1 August 

1920 at a cost of 5,60,472 rupees but the actual construction of the memorial had 

to wait until after Independence. The monument, befittingly named the Flame of 

Liberty, build at a cost of 9,25,000 rupees, was inaugurated by Dr Rajendra 

Prasad, the first President of the Republic of India, on 13 April 1961. The central 

30-ft high pylon, a four-sided tapering stature of red stone standing in the midst 

of a shallow tank, is built with 300 slabs with Ashoka Chakra, the national 



emblem, carsed on them. A stone lantern stands at each corner of the tank. On all 

four sides of the pylon the words, "In memory of martyrs, 13 April 1919", has 

been inscribed in Hindi, Punjabi, Urdu and English. A semi-circular verandah 

skirting a children's swimming pool near the main entrance to the Bagh marks the 

spot where General Dyer's soldiers took position to fire at the gathering 

 

 

Wagah boader  

About 28 kms from Amritsar, the Wagah Border is an army outpost on India and 

Pakistan border between the cities of Amritsar and Lahore. A prominent tourist 

attraction in Amritsar is not a monument but a daily event. A little away from 

Amritsar at the India shares international frontier with Pakistan. Every evening, 

the change of guard among either national security forces, a handshaking distance 

apart, is a fantastic spectacle. 

  

  


